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Week 4:
Prepare, He's Coming




Two Blamél'ess,-"but; .
' Broken Lives.




| will look on you
with favor and

make you fruitful

and increase your
numbers, and | will

- keep my covenant |
~ with you. Lev,-26,:9-__;7- i

Children are a

- heritage from the
LORD, offspring a

reward from him.
~ Ps. 126 3
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Elizabeth’s Journey

Joy

- 24Soon afterward his wife, Elizabeth, became
~ pregnant and went into seclusion for five
months. “How kind the Lord is!” she
exclaimed. “He has taken away my disgrace
of having no children.” Luke 1



Elizabeth’s Journey

Joy — Gave Mercy

39 A few days later Mary . . . entered the
 house and greeted Elizabeth. #! At the sound
~ of Mary’s greeting, Elizabeth’s child leaped

. within her, and Ellzabeth was filled with the

Holy Spirit. Luke 1



Elizabeth’s Journey

- Joy — Gave Mercy — Affirmed

42Elizabeth gave a glad cry and exclaimed to

- Mary, “God has blessed you above all '
~ women, and your child is blessed. *Why am
~ Iso honored, that the mother of my Lord
should visit me? Luke 1



Elizabeth’s Journey

- Joy — Gave Mercy — Affirmed — Mercy

>"When it was time for Elizabeth to have her
- baby, she gave birth to a son.>® Her neighbors
and relatives heard that the Lord had shown
her great mercy, and they shared her joy.

'~ - Luke 1



f The Nat|V|ty ‘ The Beatltudes

1 Both deal with j joy f
L Both are counter cultural
& Both reveal God’s nature.



The 5" Beatitude

Blessed are the mereciful, _
for they will be shown mercy.
' | Matt Sis 7



“Mercy is grace in action. Mercy is love reaching
out to help those who are helpless and who need
salvation. Mercy |dent|f|es with the miserable i in

~ their misery.”
| | James Montgomery Boice



“To be merciful is to do something more than
give and serve. [It’s] more than passing out
sandwiches and hot coffee to down-and-outs..
Mercnfulness is primarily a thing of the i inner I|fe. |
It is a disposition of the soul. It is to be
possessed of a forglvmg spirit. It is to have a
heart of plty and compassion. It is to have
Christ’s way of looking at at others.”

Clovis Chappell
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Zechariah’s Journey - Luke 1

>9When the baby was eight days old, they all
came for the circumcision ceremony. They
“wanted to name him Zechariah, after his
father. 0 But Elizabeth said, “No! His name is

- John!”61 “What?” they exclaimed. “There is no

- onein all your famlly by that name.” 62So they

used gestures to ask the baby’s father what he
wanted to name him. 3 He motioned for a



writing tablet, and to everyone’s surprise he
wrote, “His name is John.” ®*Instantly
Zechariah could speak again, and he began
“praising God. ¢> Awe fell upon the whole
‘neighborhood, and the news of what had
happened spread throughout the Judean

~ hills.*® Everyone who heard about it reflected

on these events and asked “What will this
child turn out to be?”



The 6" Beatitude

Blessed are the pure in heart,
for they will see God e
- | Matt S5: 8



“Pure in heart equals singleness of heart, the
honesty which has no hidden motive, no
“selfish interest, and is true and openinall
things. .. Itis p055|ble only in a heart that i is

| jUStIfIEd and sanctlfled by God.”
‘ ‘ - R.C.H. Lenskl



“Who are the pure in heart? They are those
who are mourning about the impurity of their
hearts. Because the only way to have a pure
heart is to realize you have an impure heart,
and to mourn about it to such an extent that
- youdo that which alone can Iead to cleansmg
- and purlty L P
D. Martyn Lond-Jones



~ Christmas isn’t just some day we
- celebrate - it is one to imitate.
» The spirit of Christmas is poor.

-+ The design of Christmas is to be with.
~+ The joy of Christmas is boundless.
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