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Luke 2 _
22\When the time came for the purification rites
required by the Law of Moses, Joseph and
Mary took him to Jerusalem to present him to
the Lord?3 (as it is written in the Law of the
Lord, “Every firstborn male is to be consecrated

- to the Lord”), 24 and to offer a sacrifice in

keeping with what is said in the Law of the
Lord: “a pair of doves or two young pigeons.”






Present

~ You must present all firstborn sons and firstborn male
animals to the Lord, for they belong to him.
Ex. 13:12



Future

Present




~ 25Now there was a man
E in Jerusalem called Simeon,
X who was righteous and
. devout. He was waltmg for the
.consolatlon of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was
on him. *°It had been revealed to him by the

~ Holy Spirit that he would not die before he had
seen the Lord’s Messiah.
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“Comfort, comfort my people,” says your
God.2 “Speak tenderly to Jerusalem. Tell
her that her sad days are gone and her sins
are pardoned. . . 1%Yes, the Sovereign

Lord is coming in power. He will rule with a
powerful arm.. . . 11 He will feed his flock

| like a shepherd He W|II carry the lambs in
| his arms, holding them close to his heart.

Isaiah 40



2’ Moved by the Spirit, he went into the temple
courts. When the parents brought in the child
Jesus to do for him what the custom of the Law

required,?® Simeon took him in h|s arms and
pralsed God saylng |




28 Simeon took him in his arms and praised

God, saying:
29 “goyereign Lord, as you have promlsed

~ you may now dlsmlss your servant in

~ peace. | S
30 For my eyes have seen

- your salvation, 3 which you .
have prepared in the sight
of all nations:




23 light for revelation to the
//:_;,Gentlles and the glory of your
. people Israel.” 33 The child’s
father and er marveled at what was said
about him. 3 Then Simeon blessed them and said
~ to Mary, his mother: “This child is destined to

" cause the falling and rising of many in Israel, and




~ pierce your own soul too

to be a sign that will be spoken
against, 3° so that the thoughts of many
hearts W|II be revealed. And a sword W|II




Simeon’s
Response
To God

1. Lord, you are
Soverelgn'

2 Lord, you are
trustworthy

ol _-3,_ My life is fulfilled.



Simeon’s _

Message 1. This One is salvation!
Aboutthe = . A
Child 2. HeisforALL nations

3. Darknessisending



Simeon’s

Message
To Mary

1. This child will be the
~ _tipping point

2. He will betargeted ‘
~ 3. Hidden thoughts will |

‘be revealed

'- :_.,“4 And yourthoughts

will be pierced



- 36There was also a prophet,
Anna, the daughter of Penuel,
of the tribe of Asher. She was

very old; she had lived with her toy
husband seven years after her marrlage

37 and then was a widow until she was eighty-

four. She never Ieft the temple but worshiped

“night and day, fasting and praying. 38 Coming up




to them at that very moment, she gave thanks
to God and spoke about the child to all who
‘were looking forward to the redemption of |
Jerusalem. 32 When Joseph and Mary had done
everything required by the Law of the Lord -
they returned to Galileeto =& I/
~ their own town of Nazareth. —




Who Was Anna7\f§

| Respected Beloved
-EIderIy Wldow s

g Worshlpper/ Prophetess

I ‘Exact Volce Mary
“'Needed to Hear




'* What Dld Anna
: She Thank God
She V0|ced Her Hope

She Could Not Contaln Her Joy




The Nat|V|ty ‘ The Beatltudes

1. Both deal with j joy _
) 2. Both are counter cultural
3 Both reveal God’s nature.



Matt 5:8-10

Blessed are the pure in heart,

~ for they will see God.

~ Blessed are the peacemakers,

| for they will be called children of God
;BIessed are those who are persecuted

because of rlghteousness
for theirs is the kmgdom of heaven




Pure in Heart — ShaII See God

- It IS to be free from the tyranny ofa
divided self.

- Itisaheartfocused on |ntegr|ty
el Totally free from hypocrlsy ,
BN JohnStott

- It |s to W|ll one thlng
Slnclalr Ferguson



Persecuted — Heaven is Theirs

Christians are persecuted for the sake of
righteousness because of their loyalty to Christ.
Real loyalty to him creates friction in the hearts
of those who pay him only lip service. Loyalty
arouses their consciences, and leaves them

- with onlytwo alternatives: follow Christ, or

“silence him. Often thelr only way of sﬂencmg
Christis by sﬂencmg his servants.
Sinclair Ferguson



Peacemakers — called children of God

Eph2
~ 19For he himself is our peace who has made
the two groups one and has destroyed the
barrler the dividing wall of hostility, ' by
setting aside in his flesh the law with its -
~ commands and regulatlons His purpose was to
~ create in himself one new humanity out of the




Peacemakers — called children of God

two, thus making peace, °and in one body to
reconcile both of them to God through the
cross, by which he put to death their
hostility. 7 He came and preached peace to you
who were far away and peace to those who
~ were near. ‘8 For through him we both have
~ access to the Father by one Spirit.



~ Christmas isn’t just some day we
- celebrate - it is one to imitate.
» The spirit of Christmas is poor.

-+ The design of Christmas is to be with.
~+ The joy of Christmas is boundless.
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