
A Blessed 
Christmas

Week 3: 
The Pursuit



The BeatitudesThe Nativity

1.  Both deal with joy.

2.  Both are counter-cultural.

3.  Both reveal God’s nature.
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Kings?
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end up at the 
manger?
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these guys?

About the Wise Men



Matthew 2 (NIV)
After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, 
during the time of King Herod, Magi from the 
east came to Jerusalem2 and asked, “Where 
is the one who has been born king of the 
Jews? We saw his star when it rose and have 
come to worship him.” 3 When King Herod 
heard this he was disturbed, and all



Jerusalem with him.4 When he had called 
together all the people’s chief priests and 
teachers of the law, he asked them where 
the Messiah was to be born. 5 “In Bethlehem 
in Judea,” they replied, “for this is what the 
prophet has written: 6 “‘But you, Bethlehem, 
in the land of Judah, are by no means least 
among the rulers of Judah; for out of you will 
come a ruler who will shepherd my people



Israel.’”  7 Then Herod called the Magi 
secretly and found out from them the exact 
time the star had appeared. 8 He sent them 
to Bethlehem and said, “Go and search 
carefully for the child. As soon as you find 
him, report to me, so that I too may go and 
worship him.” 9 After they had heard the 
king, they went on their way, and the star 
they had seen when it rose went ahead of



them until it stopped over the place where 
the child was.10 When they saw the star, they 
were overjoyed. 11 On coming to the house, 
they saw the child with his mother Mary, and 
they bowed down and worshiped him. Then 
they opened their treasures and presented 
him with gifts of gold, frankincense and 
myrrh. 12 And having been warned in a dream 
not to go back to Herod, they returned to



their country by another route. 13 When they 
had gone, an angel of the Lord appeared to 
Joseph in a dream. “Get up,” he said, “take 
the child and his mother and escape to 
Egypt. Stay there until I tell you, for Herod is 
going to search for the child to kill him.”
14 So he got up, took the child and his mother 
during the night and left for Egypt, 15 where 
he stayed until the death of Herod. And so



was fulfilled what the Lord had said through 
the prophet: “Out of Egypt I called my son.”
16 When Herod realized that he had been 
outwitted by the Magi, he was furious, and 
he gave orders to kill all the boys in 
Bethlehem and its vicinity who were two 
years old and under, in accordance with the 
time he had learned from the Magi.17 Then 
what was said through the prophet Jeremiah



was fulfilled:
18 “A voice is heard in Ramah,

weeping and great mourning,
Rachel weeping for her children

and refusing to be comforted,
because they are no more.”

19 After Herod died, an angel of the Lord 
appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt 
20 and said, “Get up, take the child and his



mother and go to the land of Israel, for those 
who were trying to take the child’s life are 
dead.” 21 So he got up, took the child and his 
mother and went to the land of Israel.22 But 
when he heard that Archelaus was reigning 
in Judea in place of his father Herod, he was 
afraid to go there. Having been warned in a 
dream, he withdrew to the district of 
Galilee, 23 and he went and lived in a town



called Nazareth. So was fulfilled what was 
said through the prophets, that he would be 
called a Nazarene.
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2 Surprises 2 Contrasts

1.  The first and last to      
call him “King” were 
Gentiles.  

2.  The Child was new, 
but his legacy was 
old.  



2 Surprises 2 Contrasts

1.  The first and last to      
call him “King” were 
Gentiles.  

2.  The Child was new, 
but his legacy was 
old.  

1.  The wise men 
worshipped while 
Herod schemed.  

2.  Foreigners pursued 
the promise while 
insiders scoffed.  



The 4th Beatitude

Blessed are those who hunger 
and thirst for righteousness,
for they will be filled.
      Matthew 5:6



“The picture which Jesus paints is not a very 
pretty one to see.  It shows someone 
ravenous with hunger, parched and panting 
with thirst, and tells us when we long for 
righteousness as much as that person wants 
food and water, we can be among the Lord’s 
blessed people.  This imagery seems to mock 
our world of self satisfied and complacent
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religion.  It lets us know we will never be 
righteous until we forsake the shallow life 
which most are content to lead - and have 
within our hearts an urgent longing for 
Christ and the righteousness that is in Him.”
          Rubel Shelly
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Can you think of any other attribute/gift 
that is gained simply by wanting it? 
 - Knowledge?
 - Wealth?
 - Success?
 - Language Acquisition?

Righteousness is given not because we’ve 
obtained it, but because it is pursued.  
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Christmas isn’t just some day we 
celebrate – it is one to imitate.  

• The spirit of Christmas is poor. 
• The design of Christmas is to be with.  
• The joy of Christmas is boundless.
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